
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Mary’s and St Helen’s 

Connected Curriculum 
 

  



Contents 

Rationale ........................................................................................................................................................................... 3 

Curriculum Journey ........................................................................................................................................................... 4 

Drivers ............................................................................................................................................................................... 4 

Subjects/Topic (Head) ................................................................................................................................................... 4 

Global Themes (Heart) .................................................................................................................................................. 4 

Brave Change-maker skills (Hands) ............................................................................................................................... 4 

Key Documents to support Planning ................................................................................................................................ 5 

Long Term Planning ...................................................................................................................................................... 5 

Progression Documents ................................................................................................................................................ 6 

Assessment ................................................................................................................................................................... 8 

Developing the Big Question and Product Outcome .................................................................................................... 9 

Reflecting on the Big Question and Learning Questions .............................................................................................. 9 

Enquiry Road Map ....................................................................................................................................................... 10 

Continuum (Superseded by Road Map) ...................................................................................................................... 11 

Medium Term Planning............................................................................................................................................... 11 

Discrete Subject Planning ........................................................................................................................................... 12 

Connecting with the families: Home Learning Menu & Curriculum Maps ................................................................. 13 

Introduction to a lesson .............................................................................................................................................. 15 

Front cover pages in books ......................................................................................................................................... 17 

Celebration assembly certificate ................................................................................................................................ 18 

Classroom displays ...................................................................................................................................................... 19 

Communal displays ..................................................................................................................................................... 19 

Still to be added into this document: ............................................................................................................................ 19 

 

 

  



It is our intent that the children in our schools to enjoy learning through our ‘connected curriculum’. It is designed to 

help the children make connections… 

1. with one another within each individual school 

2. between both schools 

3. with local and global communities 

4. to our past as we learn from those that have gone before us  

5. with future generations by considering the footprint we are leaving behind 

6. across different subjects in order to fully immerse themselves in their learning, to make subject matter 

meaningful and to maximise learning time.  

At the heart of our curriculum is the notion that our children will become ‘brave change-makers’. We want to help 

the children in our schools to develop the skills and confidence to speak out and to make a difference.  

In the words of Greta Thunberg ‘No one is too small to make a difference’. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rationale- Intent 
We want to connect our children to the world: their school world; their family world; their community world; their 

national world and their global world.  

We have used the six Oxfam Global Themes as a starting point for our curriculum.  

We have built our curriculum around a Christian ethos.  

…an ethos of action-taking, challenging injustice and becoming agents of change in the transformation of ourselves, 

our relationships and our communities from the local level to the global. 

Christian aid, global neighbours handbook 

The Big Picture 
Giving our children the skills 
and knowledge they need, 
through topics that allow 
pupils to question, probe, 

think deeply about and 
challenge perception, making 
a mark in their communities. 

‘Brave Changemakers’ 
 

The Big WHY 
We want to connect with 
each other. We want to 

connect with the children. We 
want our children to connect 
with their community, society 

and the world. 
 



 

Curriculum Journey – Implementation  
The curriculum journey is mirrored across the two schools enabling the teachers to plan elements together whilst 

ensuring the curriculum content matches the needs of the two communities.  

 

Drivers 
The curriculum has three core drivers which have been carefully planned and documented by the two schools. 

Teachers use the progressions documents for each of these to ensure that learning builds upon previous learning.  

Subjects/Topic (Head) 
The curriculum subjects have been mapped to ensure coverage and with careful consideration of the opportunities 

to explore the global theme through the topic. These are recorded on the Long Term Planning document.  

Global Themes (Heart) 
In years 1-6 we plan our curriculum on a two year rolling programme which enables us to explore deeper in our 

learning. In reception, all 6 themes are taught to ensure that children get a balanced introduction to the curriculum 

and the pace of learning is appropriate to children’s developmental stage.  

 

  

  

 

 

 

Brave Change-maker skills (Hands) 

Central to the curriculum is that it gives our children the skills and knowledge they need, through topics that allow 

pupils to question, probe, think deeply about and challenge perception, making a mark in their communities. In our 

schools, this is what is known as a developing as a brave change-maker.  

 



 

Brave change-maker skills icons: 

 

In the same order as the icons above - Communication, critical thinking, empathy, self-awareness and reflection, 

managing change, cooperation and confliction resolution and making decisions  

 

Key Documents to support Planning  

Long Term Planning  
The long term planning pulls together the core curriculum, including those subjects that sit outside the connected 

curriculum. 

 O:\Global curriculum\Core Curriculum 2020\Long Term Plan 2020\Current Long Term Plans 



 

 

Progression Documents 

Global Themes  
(Heart) 

 

 
 

O:\Global curriculum\Core 
Curriculum 
2020\Curriculum 
Progressions 2020\Global 
Themes\Global Curriculum 
Progression.docx 

Brave Change-
maker 
(Hands) 

 

 

O:\Global curriculum\Core 
Curriculum 
2020\Curriculum 
Progressions 2020\Brave 
Changemaker 

Curriculum 
Skills 
Progressions 
(Head)  
 

 

O:\Global 
curriculum\Planning 
Toolkit\Humanities, Art & 
ICT Skills Progressions 
 
O:\Global 
curriculum\Planning 
Toolkit\St Helen's OLD 
Curriculum Skills 
Progression Grids 

file://///BMR-FS-OTH-01/SHA-SMY/Global%20curriculum/Core%20Curriculum%202020/Curriculum%20Progressions%202020/Global%20Themes/Global%20Curriculum%20Progression.docx
file://///BMR-FS-OTH-01/SHA-SMY/Global%20curriculum/Core%20Curriculum%202020/Curriculum%20Progressions%202020/Global%20Themes/Global%20Curriculum%20Progression.docx
file://///BMR-FS-OTH-01/SHA-SMY/Global%20curriculum/Core%20Curriculum%202020/Curriculum%20Progressions%202020/Global%20Themes/Global%20Curriculum%20Progression.docx
file://///BMR-FS-OTH-01/SHA-SMY/Global%20curriculum/Core%20Curriculum%202020/Curriculum%20Progressions%202020/Global%20Themes/Global%20Curriculum%20Progression.docx
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file://///BMR-FS-OTH-01/SHA-SMY/Global%20curriculum/Core%20Curriculum%202020/Curriculum%20Progressions%202020/Brave%20Changemaker/Brave%20Changemakers%20skills%20progression.docx
file://///BMR-FS-OTH-01/SHA-SMY/Global%20curriculum/Core%20Curriculum%202020/Curriculum%20Progressions%202020/Brave%20Changemaker/Brave%20Changemakers%20skills%20progression.docx
file://///BMR-FS-OTH-01/SHA-SMY/Global%20curriculum/Core%20Curriculum%202020/Curriculum%20Progressions%202020/Brave%20Changemaker/Brave%20Changemakers%20skills%20progression.docx
file://///BMR-FS-OTH-01/SHA-SMY/Global%20curriculum/Core%20Curriculum%202020/Curriculum%20Progressions%202020/Brave%20Changemaker/Brave%20Changemakers%20skills%20progression.docx


Curriculum 
Termly 
Overviews 
(Head) 
 

 

O:\Global 
curriculum\Planning 
Toolkit\Humanities, Art, 
Science, DT & ICT Termly 
Overviews  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Assessment - Impact 
The assessment document pulls together the assessments of all wider curriculum subjects and is completed by the 

end of each global theme or unit where the subject is taught discretely.  

 

 

 

 



Developing the Big Question and Product Outcome 
Teachers should refer to the Global Curriculum Progression document in devising the Big Question and Product 

Outcome. This should be agreed across the two schools.  

 

Reflecting on the Big Question and Learning Questions

 

Example of a start of Term 1 initial response label:  

 

 

 



Example of an end of Term 2 response label: 

 

Enquiry Road Map  
The road map provides a framework for collaborative planning. Teachers start this process by reflecting on Big 

Question, drivers and the identified texts. This can be informed by the Long Term Planning Summary. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Continuum (Superseded by Road Map) 
Once teachers have familiarised themselves with the above documents, have collectively honed the big question and 

have identified the product outcome, they work together to develop the teaching sequences. This is initially 

recorded as a continuum and links teaching in English with the core curriculum.  

 

 

 

 

Medium Term Planning  
Having completed the road map, the medium term planning document is completed. This document outlines the 

teaching sequence for English and the global curriculum thus creating a connected curriculum.   

 

 



 

Vocabulary 
 

As part of topic lessons, vocabulary is planned in a tiered format.  

At the start of a topic the key tier 3 vocabulary is specifically 

taught.  Children then keep a glossary of the vocabulary that they 

can refer to in their books.  Vocabulary also makes up a key part 

of the topic learning wall so that it can be referred to throughout 

the learning.  The final product of the topic should be an 

opportunity for children to use the new vocabulary that has been 

introduced.  

 

Discrete Subject Planning 
Some subjects are taught discretely. For these we use the discrete subject planning document. 

 



  

 

 

 

Connecting with the families: Home Learning Menu & Curriculum Maps  
  

At St Helen’s the home learning menu provides children with the opportunity to continue to engage with our 

connected curriculum and to support the children in becoming independent learners.  

Home learning at St Mary’s may include an element linked to the connected curriculum topic or the core text each 

week. The home learning also provides families with the opportunity to connect with the school curriculum.  The 

whole school and year group curriculum maps provide families with an insight into school-based learning.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Whole school curriculum map: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year group 

curriculum map: 



 

 

 

 

 

Introduction to a lesson 
 

To support the children’s understanding of what subject a wider curriculum lesson is focused on, subject specific 
icons are used on flipcharts, worksheets and visual timetables. In addition, when the children write the learning 
objective which links to the skills progression, they write the subject in brackets afterwards e.g. (History). Learning 



objective labels can also be used. Front cover pages are used on flipcharts to support the children with recognising 
and articulating the skills of what a Historian or Geographer do etc.  

Subject specific icons: 

 

 

Examples of learning objective labels:  

 

 

 

Example of a front cover page used on a flipchart: 



 
 

Front cover pages in books 
 

Every long term, front cover pages with the following key features are stuck into curriculum books. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebration assembly certificate 
 

At St Helen’s, at the end of every short term, a brave change-maker award is given to celebrate the impact of the 

brave change-maker skills. In addition to this certificate, another child achieves the termly values shield.  

 

  

At St Mary’s, one child is selected each week by their class teacher for demonstrating the brave change-makers skills.   

Staff use the vocabulary of the skills when presenting their awards and other assemblies throughout the term may 

also mention the skills to raise the profile of these skills.  Dojo points collected by children are added to their house 



total. The houses are named after brave change-makers who were voted for by the parent community.  The brave 

change-maker houses are Attenborough, Seacole, Pankhurst, Muller and Luther-King.  These individuals will also be 

highlighted in assemblies throughout the year where relevant.  

 

Classroom displays 
Classroom displays should include the following key features: 

 Global theme 

 Big question 

 Brave change-maker skills (icons included) 

 Short summary of the key drivers 

 Learning questions with work examples and photos as the learning journey develops 

 Vocabulary (e.g. tier 3 and subject specific)  

 Maxi product that the children are working towards 
 

Communal displays 
Communal displays should include art, published written work and pupil voice. Alongside the display, there should 

be a scrapbook of additional published writing. The displays should replicate the school model with work backed, 

writing published onto watermarked/lightly printed paper, pupil voice and titles hand-written with metallic pens 

onto black paper. 

 

 

 

 

Oracy 
In order for children to have the tools they need to communicate as brave changemakers, Oracy lessons are taught 

weekly.  These sessions follow the same structure every week.  Children revisit the Oracy contract, they have a warm 

up activity, a main task which is focused on an objective from their skills progression and a reflection at the end of 

the lesson.  As well as these weekly sessions, teachers promote Oracy across the curriculum.  The use of sentence 

stems of writing and talk enables children to structure their answers.   



 

 

 


